The impact of an increased number of the foreign inpatients to the rural public hospital of Japan.
A rapid inflow of the foreign laborers into Japan has become obvious since a couple years ago when a serious shortage of labor had to be repaired urgently. A sudden increased number of the foreign inpatients had resulted in the problems for a rural public hospital, which sought sound solutions for them. Difficulty in communication with those whose mother tongue was not English, was one of them. Though it was not serious yet, a payment for medical care they had received, had been a burden both for them and for the hospital. This was because there was not private health insurance available for them. Asymptomatic infectious disease such as pulmonary tuberculosis was another problem, for which a routine physical examination would be required before or immediately after their entry into Japan.